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AGRICULTURE — STRATEGIC INVESTMENT 

47. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Regional Development: 
An article in The Australian today raised the issue of Australia becoming a food superpower to Asia. In the 
minister’s new role as minister for strategic agricultural investment, can he inform the house of the opportunities 
being realised through the Ord–East Kimberley expansion project and the future opportunities for all Western 
Australian farmers?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
I thank the member for North West Central for the question and his passionate advocacy for the Gascoyne food 
bowl, and now for a very new and exciting agricultural project, the Hamersley agricultural project, just out of 
Tom Price where the desert has been “greened” with a hay project by Rio Tinto. It is a very exciting 
development in agricultural expansion in the state. Given the strong focus on agriculture at the moment, we are 
all very concerned about the plight of farmers in the wheatbelt region. Normally, anecdotally, it is great if there 
is good, solid rain before Anzac Day for the seeding plan to get underway. That is normally a good, early start to 
the season. We have not had that good break yet. With the pressure on agriculture at the moment, those early 
rains will be valuable.  

It is important to put in perspective the opportunities for agriculture into the future. Not to diminish the great 
challenge of financing this year’s crop, the potential for agriculture is enormous. It is not just the Western 
Australian government saying and planning for that—the front page of today’s The Australian is headed “Asia 
food bonanza ‘our next boom’”. The story follows a speech by Anthony Pratt at the Global Food Forum in 
Melbourne. He outlined the opportunity for Australia to become a food superpower to capitalise on the export 
opportunities into Asia. He coined the phrase that there is potential for a “dining boom” to follow up the mining 
boom, to give further economic diversification to the Australian economy. The article states, in part — 

A US government-funded study released this week found that food production would have to rise by 
60 per cent by 2050 just to keep pace with expected global population increases and changing demands. 
The middle class in Asia is forecast to grow from 500 million to three billion consumers over the 
coming decades, and Australia will have almost 20 times more arable land per capita than China, India 
and Indonesia.  

Western Australia is an export nation. We export 80 per cent of what we produce. The most important thing 
about this story on the front page of The Australian today is that the Western Australia Liberal–National 
government started on this policy path three years ago. We started on this policy path with the Ord expansion 
project, which has now been substantially completed — 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The member better read the front page of The Australian which talks about the opportunities 
in agriculture. Maybe the reason the member for Warnbro sits over there, after suffering the worst electoral 
defeat in the history of the Labor Party, is because the Labor Party just keeps getting it wrong! The Western 
Australian Liberal–National government is ahead of the game on this. We are already looking at the 
development of the north in the Gascoyne food bowl project and the like. The state government is looking to 
continue its expansion of agriculture to take advantage of this opportunity in Asia. It is not just about the Ord, we 
are looking at Pilbara water opportunities, and the Hamersley agriculture project is a part of that. We are looking 
at Gascoyne food planning and infrastructure, and also, after recently visiting China, there is enormous interest 
from Chinese investment looking at agricultural opportunities in Western Australia. The Premier spoke 
yesterday about the need to deliver equity into the market, and this is a great opportunity. The Liberal–National 
government in Western Australia will continue to stay ahead of the game, forging policy change that the world 
follows rather than changing its mind again and again and never actually getting it right.  
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